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Greater Nashua Community Comes Together to Provide Gifts for 500 Local Children in Need
Businesses, Organizations and Individuals Contributed to the Front Door Agency’s Annual Holiday Program
NASHUA, NH, (December 22, 2021) – This week, 83 local businesses, organizations, and individuals
(hundreds of donors in all) filled the ballroom at the Courtyard by Marriott in Nashua with toys, warm clothing,
and groceries for nearly 500 children in need. The collection is part of the Front Door Agency’s Annual Holiday
Program, which pairs families in need with “adopters” who help relieve the financial burden of the holidays and
give families something to look forward to on Christmas Day.
Many of the 254 families that picked up gifts this week were eager to share their appreciation. Julia is a mother
of two who works part-time in order to help her son who has special needs. “The holidays are always tough
financially,” she said. “This program always makes it easier for us.” Christine is a widowed grandmother who
lives on a fixed income. She got sole custody of her teenage granddaughter a few years ago and has struggled to
afford more than the bare necessities. The Holiday Program will help make Christmas special again for the pair.
“During the holidays, the families we serve often have to choose between paying a utility bill or buying gifts for
their children,” said Maryse Wirbal, CEO of the Front Door Agency, which helps families transition from crisis
to self-sufficiency. “When they pick up their gifts, we can see the relief in their expressions. To them, the
donations represent hope. To me, they represent the generous spirit of our community. I am once again humbled
by how many local businesses and organizations stepped up to make this year’s Holiday Program a success.”
Citizen’s Bank is one of them. Its employees collected funds to purchase gifts for the young mothers and
children in the Agency’s Transformational Housing Program. When they visited Time to Clay, Leda Lanes, and
Cassandra Salon & Spa to purchase gift cards, their generosity snowballed. These local businesses chose to
donate additional gift cards on top of what was purchased by Citizens Bank. Citizens Bank employees also
donated artificial trees and decorations to help families served by the Agency get into the holiday spirit.
BAE is another company that contributed in a big way. This year, BAE employees filled an entire truck with
gifts for 165 children. Nashua Rotary West also got into the holiday spirit by adopting 50 families this year.
Students and staff from Main Dunstable School and World Academy also provided gifts for multiple families.
And parishioners from both Church of the Good Shepherd and St. Joseph the Worker Parish also teamed up to
help. Both churches have supported the Holiday Program since its inception. The Program also receives support
from the Nashua Telegraph United Way Santa Fund.
The Agency has offered a Holiday Program since it was founded in 1987, and this is the fifth consecutive year
that the Courtyard by Marriott and Roedel Companies provided space to collect and sort gifts. “It has been our
pleasure to partner with the Front Door Agency for the past five years by providing space to host their annual
Holiday Program,” said Greg Geddes, General Manager of the Courtyard Marriott in Nashua. “The past couple
of years have been challenging to say the least for all, and now more than ever these families need our help. It
has been overwhelming to see the generosity of our community and we are proud to be part of it. We have
received the utmost support from our parent company, Roedel Companies, whose core values include investing
in the communities we serve.”
If you would like to make a difference this holiday season, please consider donating to local nonprofits like the
Front Door Agency that are addressing some of the most pressing issues in our community including affordable

housing, homelessness, food insecurity and mental health issues. To donate to the Nashua Telegraph United
Way Santa Fund, please visit https://tinyurl.com/santafund2021.
About the Front Door Agency
Last year, the Front Door Agency assisted nearly 1,000 people in Greater Nashua through its core programs
including Transformational Housing for single mothers, Financial Literacy, a Holiday Program, and a Housing
Stability Program offering assistance with rent, utilities, security deposit loans and permanent affordable
housing. To learn more, visit www.frontdooragency.org.
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